In Dark Side of the Moon, Gerard J. DeGroot offers a thoroughgoing indictment of the rationales that motivated the push by the United States to become the first nation to put a human on the Moon. He characterizes the space race with the Soviet Union as "shallow and trivial," repeatedly calls human spaceflight "pointless" and describes the Moon as "a barren, soulless place where humans do not belong." Clearly, someone looking for a balanced analysis of the Apollo lunar landing project will not find it here.
DeGroot says that his intent in writing the book was "to cut through the myths carefully constructed by the Kennedy and Johnson administrations" that winning the race to the moon was important, even essential, to the United States prevailing in its Cold War rivalry with the Soviet Union. In his view, these myths were used to "fleece" the American public. He repeats with thinly veiled disdain the various arguments that have been made in favor of human space exploration, concluding that the public's willingness to support it "was all one great fantasy, one collective willingness to indulge a romantic illusion." The notion that space is a frontier to be explored (an idea put DeGroot variously describes von Braun as "a trickster," "a spoiled child" and a man with "the mind of a drug pusher" and someone with "the instincts of a rat." When discussing the National Defense Education Act, a reaction to Sputnik that provided college scholarships to those who wanted to study science and engineering, DeGroot can't help adding that one of the thousands so supported was Theodore Kaczynski, later known as the Unabomber. This style of writing is closer to that of a tabloid than that of a serious academic study. DeGroot uses mostly secondary sources as the basis for his analysis, and when he cites primary documents, they often turn out to be transcripts of publicly available reports, speeches and news conferences. He makes a number of factual mistakes, the most egregious of which is saying that Apollo 9 went into lunar orbit, when in fact it was an Earth-orbital test of the lunarlanding module. He misidentifies a number of NASA officials, and he inserts comments made well after the fact into his historical narrative without any reference to the shift in chronology. He is also selective in his use of evidence, which is not surprising given the polemical purpose of his tract.
Project Apollo is surely a legitimate target for reasoned criticism. Unfortunately, the angry tone of Dark Side of the Moon seems more a product of disillusion than of reason. He says that he came to his examination of the space program seeking to write something "hopeful and uplifting" but found "a gang of cynics, manipulators, demagogues, tyrants, and even a few 
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